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Smoky Valley Men's Choir 

"from all walks of life" 

 LINDSBORG, KANSAS - 11/30/2011 -  
Lindsborg's history has been filled with 
musical groups reminiscent of the popular 
male choruses in Sweden. The Bethany Male 
Chorus was formed in 1895 and consisted of 
men who lived and worked in the Smoky 
Valley and were from all walks of life. In the 
beginning, their repertoire was in the Swedish 
language, but eventually English selections 
were included. The second male choir was 
the Hyllningsfest Male Chorus established in 
1941 for the first Lindsborg Svensk 
Hyllningsfest. Again, the assembly was 
composed of area men who loved to sing. 
They eventually disbanded. 

 

Smoky Valley Men's Choir 

 



  
The tradition continues with the Smoky Valley Men's Choir assembled in 
1997. This group was originally constructed of 22 members. Carroll 
Lindgren, a farmer with a first-rate tenor voice, wanted to unite again a group of men to sing. 
Lindgren, a Bethany College alumni, contacted Leah Ann Anderson to direct the group for that 
year's Svensk Hyllningsfest. Fourteen years later, the Smoky Valley Men's Choir still sings at 
Hyllningsfest and other venues. Their collection of musical literature is varied and consists of the 
sacred and secular.  
  
The group now has grown to 43 members and is assembled of men of diverse ages and 
professions. "The singers in the Smoky Valley Men's Choir are talented and experienced musicians. 
It is an honor and a privilege to be their director," states Leah Ann Anderson who has remained the 
director. The current accompanist is Brenda Finch.  
  
The Smoky Valley Men's Choir's next presentation will be for the Birger Sandzén Memorial Art 
Gallery Christmas Concert, December 11 in Bethany Lutheran Church at 3:00 p.m.  

Carroll Lindgren  
1947-2010 

 

 For event and travel information, call or stop by the  Convention and Visitors Bureau located at 104 
E. Lincoln, Lindsborg, Kansas 67456. Ph: (785) 227-TOUR (8687) or Toll free: (888) 227-2227.  
E: cvbdir@lindsborgcity.org. W: www.visitlindsborg.com. 
 

  
See you in the 'Borg--A Destination For All Seasons! 

 
                                                                                       # # # 

  
 

 
  

 

mailto:cvbdir@visitlindsborg.com?�
http://www.visitlindsborg.com/�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ywbzuldab&et=1108740949619&s=1994&e=001LQ6yiROnWcW-AgsJ4Od77A2ildTE2F4HSjxOlAEUsjbpZWBFr-8a79jIXOe0vlXCrEwYLTXMlz-4Mxf3JxsTE2gia48Owq2c3PMSY-KwxasEGTzqeZQMZA==�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ywbzuldab&et=1108740949619&s=1994&e=001LQ6yiROnWcV4ecg9f7dRo898xxoy3vpytTeF-ElilX2c2qX8J0yrkhIQkfHLkRd0xtLQH_3RUzUFWADMBBJSTQlSrgr8tAVPCQ40ayw1EmNpDJoNhMOLexWGQnwXFFk_Zbj4oZCeBso=�

